
Message From The President

These are exciting times for the Polish Arts 
Club of Buffalo. Plans are being made 
to celebrate the 80th Anniversary of our 
founding in 2025. We have steadfastly 
pursued our founder’s vision of promoting 
the rich culture and history of Poland to 
all Americans regardless of ethnicity or 
religious background. Numerous programs 
including lectures, concerts, exhibits and 
film showings have provided high quality 
programming enriching the cultural tapestry 
of Western New York. We will continue 
providing interesting and informative 
programs in the coming year. 

In preparation for our 80th Anniversary, 
the Board hired a marketing company to 
develop a new membership brochure and 
a new website. The membership brochure is 
enclosed in this mailing. You can check out 
the website at PolishArtsClubofBuffalo.org. 

We re-established our relationship with 
the American Council for Polish Culture 
(ACPC) in 2022. Current paid members 
receive a copy of Polish Heritage Magazine 
3x a year. I was elected a Board Member 
of the National organization in 2022. At 
the 2024 Convention held in Chicago, 
Buffalo was chosen as the site of the 77th 
Annual Convention to be held from July 
30 to August 2, 2025. This will be the 
fourth Convention held in Buffalo. At the 
Convention held in 1955, our first president, 
Eugene Dyczkowski, was chosen as the first 

president of the National Organization. 
Subsequent Conventions held in Buffalo 
were in 1984 and 2014. Our third president, 
Aleksander Janta, was chosen as the third 
president of the National Organization. So 
you can see the Polish Arts Club of Buffalo 
has a special relationship with the National 
Organization. We look forward to welcoming 
it back to Buffalo. 

The theme of the 2025 Convention is Art and 
Architecture. This will allow us to showcase 
the outstanding architecture which graces 
our city as well as the work of our own Jozef 
Slawinski whose Sgraffito works are one of 
a kind. A highlight of the Convention will 
be a tour of the spectacular AKG which has 
been named as one of 100 Time’s World’s 
Greatest Places 2024. 

SO HOW CAN YOU HELP?

Renew your membership early. Enclosed 
is our new Membership Brochure. Our 
membership is on an annual basis from 
January 1 to December 31. Renew now 
and your membership will be valid until 
December 31, 2025. Your renewal NOW 
will increase efficiency and will prevent the 
need for subsequent reminders. Your early 
renewal will help streamline the number of 
mailings and help control costs. Be sure to 
fill in your email to receive timely notices.

Become a Board Member. If interested 
please call me, Bob, at 716-364-1447.

Volunteer. When you complete your 
membership application consider serving 
on one of the 13 committees. Share your 
talents with others.

Plan on attending the Polish Arts Club 
Anniversary Banquet, including the 
ACPC Awards, on Friday, August 1, 2025. 
The Marcella Sembrich Vocal Competition 
Winner will perform a concert on Saturday, 
August 2 at the Montante Center. Watch for 
upcoming details.

Thank you for your continued support!
Robert J. Fronckowiak, President
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Q UA RT E R LY N E W S L E T T E R  O F  T H E  P O L I S H  A RT S  C LU B  O F  B U F FA LO

IN THIS ISSUE

PAGE 2

Upcoming Events

ACPC 2025 Convention

New Website

Polish Artifacts & Gifts Welcome

Polish Paintings

Cheektowaga Polish Arts Festival

PAGE 3

Polish Film Festival

PAGE 4

Sembrich Vocal Competition

The Polish Room Grand Opening



Upcoming events

Wednesday, September 18 at 8 a.m.
Western Zone Retired Teachers’ Association, 
Inc. Information Table Annual Meeting and 
Luncheon
Location: The Columns Banquets
2221 Transit Rd, Elma, NY 14059

Wednesday, September 18 at 7 p.m. 
Polish Arts Club Meeting
Polish American Radio Program featuring 
Polish Culture and Music introduced in 
English with news, stories, interviews and the 
recently introduced Polish Language course. 
Open to Public. Refreshments to follow. 
Host: Andy Andrzej Golebiowski
Location: Harlem Road Community Center, 
4255 Harlem Rd., Amherst, NY 14226

Thursday - Saturday, October 3-5
Polish Film Festival
See page 3 for information

Friday - Sunday, November 8-10
Dr. Francis E. Fronczak Celebration
Celebrating the 150th Anniversary of 
his birth. Reception and Exhibit at the 
Fronczak Room at Buffalo State University. 
A symposium on Dr. Fronczak’s many and 
varied accomplishments. 
Keynote Address: Hon. Carl L. Bucki 
Presentations: Prof. Wlodzimierz Batog, 
Prof. of History University of Warsaw, and 
Prof. Tomasz Pudlocki, Prof. of History, 
Jagiellonian University, Krakow. 
Host: Permanent chair of Polish Culture at 
Canisius University. Watch for details.

Friday - Saturday, November 29-30
St. Gregory the Great Parish Craft Fair
Information table and sale of books 
and ornaments. 
Sponsor: Polish Arts Club
Location: 200 St. Gregory Court
Williamsville, NY 14221

Wednesday, December 18, 7 p.m.
Polish Arts Club Meeting
Annual Meeting and Election Results, 
Christmas Party with Koledy and Pierogi. 
Refreshments to follow after presentation.
Location: Harlem Road Community Center, 
4255 Harlem Rd., Amherst, NY 14226

POLISH ARTS CLUB OF BUFFALO TO HOST 
2025 ANNUAL CONVENTION OF THE ACPC
The organization is happy to report that the 
2025 Convention will be held in Buffalo, 
NY from Wednesday, July 30 to Saturday, 
August 2. The theme of the Convention 
will be Art and Architecture. This is a great 
opportunity to showcase our city. Please 
consider volunteering to assist in making 
this a memorable event. Call Robert 
Franckowiak at 716-364-1447 to volunteer.

NEW EASIER WEBSITE!
With our new website in place you can easily 
track all current and past events. Check it out 
to stay updated and involved!

POLISH ARTS CLUB AT THE CHEEKTOWAGA 
POLISH ARTS FESTIVAL
The Polish Arts Club was prominently 
featured at the Cheektowaga Polish Arts 
Festival held from Friday July 26 to Sunday, 
July 28. Special thanks to Regina Hanchak 
for coordinating the information table and 
Anne Flansburg and Mary Lou Wyrobek 
for participating. More than 250 people 
stopped to pick up a brochure. The Polish 
Arts Club was well represented in the 
Opening March for the Festival on Friday, 
July 26. Thanks to all who participated.

POLISH PAINTINGS
The Polish Arts Club has been gifted 25 
paintings from the estate of the Rev. Daniel 
Myszka by his sister Louise Myszka. The 
paintings are on a variety of subjects. Our 
goal is to hold an exhibition and then

make the paintings available for purchase. 
Interested in helping? Call 716-364-1447.

POLISH ARTIFACTS & GIFTS WELCOME
Gifts to the Aleksander Janta-Polczynski 
Endowment Fund are most welcome. Mrs. 
Janta’s generous gift has created a fund 
which according to her wishes will continue 
support for the study, promotion and 
enjoyment of Polish culture and history for 
future generations. Consider leaving the 
Polish Arts Club a gift in your will or even 
creating a legacy fund in your name. The 
Polish Arts Club is always looking to provide 
a second life to artifacts for all to enjoy and 
experience. Contact 716-364-1447 to make 
arrangements for pick-up.
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POLISH FILM FESTIVAL
Presented by the Permanent Chair of Polish Culture at Canisius University
Location: Adam Mickiewicz Library & Dramatic Circle (612 Fillmore Ave., Buffalo, NY)
Suggested Donation: $10 Adults, $5 Student & Seniors

Thursday, October 3, 7p.m.
The Secret of Little Rose (Różyczka 2) - FOR MATURE AUDIENCES
A career politician Joanna Warczewska’s life is turned upside down following a terrorist attack which kills her 
husband. When a blackmail attempt increases her anxiety she decides to investigate her family history. A political 
and psychological thriller the drama follows her journey, raising questions about her personal identity as well as 
that of those around her.

Friday, October 4, 7p.m.
Doppelgänger The Double
Doppelgänger (Sobowtór) is a 2023 Polish drama film. The film centers on the lives of two men living on opposite 
sides of the Iron Curtain. Jan Bitner is a Pole from Gdańsk who participates in the fight for a free Poland, while 
Hans Steiner lives a quiet life in Strasbourg. Although they lead seemingly different lives, there is one detail that 
links them.

Saturday, October 5, 4 p.m.
Feast of Fire (Święto ognia)
The sisters struggle with their bodies. One, driven by ambition, seeks the limits of her possibilities, for the other, 
the body is a prison. One believes that ballet will save her from her memories. The other watches the world from 
the balcony with such attention that she sees and hears more. Their father runs away to the only place where he 
feels like he is truly alive. Each of them tames the past and tames the present. The film is an adaptation of the 
novel by Jakub Malecki.

Saturday, October 5, 7p.m.
The Peasants Chłopi
The Polish Arts Club is pleased to offer the film The Peasants (Chlopi) The film is an adaptation of Wladyslaw 
Remonts’s Nobel Prize winning novel of the same name. The film, like Reymont’s novel, is divided into four parts 
corresponding to each of the four seasons. It takes place at the turn of the twentieth century over the course of 
one year in the village of Lipce. Attendees will be treated to one of the most unique films ever produced. The 
film uses a painted animation technique which took over five years to produce. Initially the film was shot with 
live actors, and then more than a hundred painters in four studios in Poland, Lithuania, Ukraine, and Serbia 
painted oil paintings based on the shots, which became frames in the film. Animators then worked to supplement 
the paintings to make the whole film seamless. The artists spent over 200,000 hours in total working on the 
project. The film features art works from the turn of the 19th and 20th centuries, with an emphasis on Young 
Poland artists. It includes interpretations of works by artists such as Józef Chełmoński, Ferdynand Ruszczyc and 
Leon Wyczółkowski. The film stars an ensemble cast featuring Kamila Urzędowska, Robert Gulaczyk, Mirosław 
Baka, Sonia Mietielica, Ewa Kasprzyk, Cezary Łukaszewicz, Małgorzata Kożuchowska, Sonia Bohosiewicz, Dorota 
Stalińska, Andrzej Konopka, Marcin Rusin and Maciej Musiał. It was directed and written by DK Welchman and 
Hugh Welchman. The Peasants had its world premiere at the Toronto International Film Festival before being 
theatrically released in Poland on 13 October 2023.
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MARCELLA SEMBRICH VOCAL 
COMPETITION WINNER

Grace Touhill, a lyric coloratura, 
performed a concert on Saturday, 
August 10 at the Academy of Music 
of the Paderewski Symphony 
Orchestra. Grace, a native of 
Doylestown, Pennsylvania, was 
awarded the first prize of $3,500 
in the Annual Marcella Sembrich 
Kochanska Vocal Competition 
conducted by the American Council 
for Polish Culture (ACPC). The 
concert concluded the 76th Annual 
Convention hosted by the Chicago 
Chopin Society, which was also 
celebrating its 20th Anniversary.

University at Buffalo Polish Room
Currently Located in Lockwood Library at the North Campus the Room is
scheduled to be moved to Abbott Library on the South Main Street Campus. 
Grand opening anticipated in the Spring of 2025.

The Polish Room owes its existence 
to a special relationship between the 
University, the city of Buffalo, and the 
local Polish community. It was established 
in 1955, on the occasion of a large 
conference of Polish Americans held in 
Buffalo, then home to a thriving Polish Arts 
Club and many other organizations and 
institutions devoted to preserving their 
Polish heritage. The 21 royal documents, 
that are the cornerstone of the collection, 
were donated to the library by the owners 
of Sattler’s Department Store as a symbol 
of goodwill and commitment to the East 
Side of Buffalo and to Polonia. Their 
purchase was arranged by the prominent 
Polish journalist, Aleksander Janta, who 
had made Buffalo his home.

The Polish Room occupies an important 
place regionally for the State University 
of New York and other educational 

institutions in Western New York, 
Southern Ontario, and Western 
Pennsylvania. Scholars from Binghamton, 
Rochester, Toronto, and Syracuse, as well 
as from the local area, use the Polish 
Room regularly for their research, and 
the Room has become a reference source 
for many people outside of academia, 
including genealogical researchers, Polish 
immigrant high school students, and 
Polish Americans with an interest in their 
heritage. Among the students and faculty 
who use the collection frequently are those 
researching topics in political science, 
history, comparative literature, sociology, 
theater, law, and environmental studies.
The Room has been used by researches 
from Poland who travel to Buffalo to use 
its resources. A benefit of Polish Arts Club 
Membership is borrowing privileges to all 
University Libraries.

MISSION STATEMENT

To enhance Western New York’s 
cultural resources by fostering 

interest, appreciation and 
understanding of the culture 

and history of Poland and Polish 
Americans and by safeguarding 

Polish American Heritage 
throughout Western New York.

The Polish Arts Club is a 501c3 nonprofit. Dues and contributions are tax 
deductible as allowed by law. The Polish Arts Club does not discriminate on the 
basis of ethnic background, religious affiliation or sexual orientation.


