THE ACFCANNYAL CONVENTION

Photos from the 77th Annual Convention
of the American Council for Polish Culture.

ACPC Conventioneers at the Richardson
Olmsted Campus in Buffalo, New York, a
designated  National Historic Landmark
and one of Buffalo’s architectural treasures.
Photo by Barbara Lemecha.

Ivan  Docenko, Jules Furgal (Marcella
Kochanska ~ Sembrich  National ~ Vocal
Competition winner), Cecilia and Richard

Larkin, Magdalena Wor, Laura Kafka, Jaroslaw
Golembiowski. Photo by Mark Szpak.

Upper deck of the bus on the Architectural
Tour of Buffalo. Photo by Barbara Lemecha.

Polish Heritage Dancers folk group performs
traditional Polonaise at the Awards Banquet.
Photo by Mark Szpak.

Delegates enjoying a Buffalo Lunch Buffet
at the Terrace Restaurant overlooking Hoyt
Lake. Photo by Robert Fronckowiak.
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Guided tour of the Buffalo AKG Gallery. Photo
by Robert Fronckowiak.

MESSAGE FROM THE FRESIDENT

The Polonaise Ball and Award Banquet
on August 1, 2025 highlighted the 80th
Anniversary of the Polish Arts Club of Buffalo.
Hosting the 77th Annual Convention of the
American Council for Polish Culture (ACPC)
brought attention to the many hidden
treasures of Buffalo's Art and Architecture.
Seven of the eight National Awards were
given to outstanding members of the
Buffalo Community. Your continued support
provides the resourcesforthe promotion and
enjoyment of Polish and Polish-American
history and culture. We look forward to
continuing the celebration with the exciting
events outlined in this newsletter. | hope to
see you at the Patriotic Concert and Annual
Meeting with the Scholarship Presentation
on November 12 at Potts Banquet Hall, 41
South Rossler, at 7:00pm.

With Thanks and Appreciation,
Robert J. Fronckowiak, President
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UPCOMING EVENTS

WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 12 AT 7 PM.

. ge . oy . THE DOCENKO FAMILY TRIO
Patriotic Concert: A Celebration of America’s Veteran's

Day & Polish Independence Day with the Docenko

Family Trio + Polish Arts Club Annual Meeting with g / sz
| y e i

Scholarship Presentation v )‘;' e !“l, !
Potts Banquet Hall, 41 South Rossler, Cheektowaga, NY ' ,*;_,
FREE - open to all interested persons.
Refreshments provided. .
PROGRAM
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Star Spangled Banner - Key/Smith [Ensemble & Audience]

Mazurek Dabrowskiego - Wybicki [Ensemble & Audience]

Polonaise (“Military") - Chopin [Ensemble]

Minuetin G ("In the Antique Style") - Paderewski [Piano Solo]

Hej Sokoly - Polish/Ukrainian song [Duet - Violin/Flute]

Invincible Eagle March - Sousa [Ensemble]

Etude ("Revolutionary") - Chopin [Piano Solo]

Melodie Op.16 No.2 - Paderewski [Duet - Violin/Piano]

Polonaise (“Farewell to My Homeland") - Oginski [Ensemble]

Armed Forces Medley/God Bless America - Berlin [Ensemble & Audience]

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 13 AT2 PM.

0ld World Christmas Concert: An Afternoon Performance
Celebrating the Polish Arts Club’s 80th Holiday Anniversary

Canterbury Woods Performing Arts Center
All Tickets: $15

Celebrate the magic of the holiday season at the Old World Christmas Concert, a festive
afternoon performance honoring the cherished Christmas traditions of Poland, Germany,
Ireland, Mexico, Italy, and America.

Presented in celebration of the Polish Arts Club's 80th Holiday Anniversary, this joyful concert
features a rich tapestry of seasonal music — from soul-stirring Polish koledy and German
Weihnachtslieder, to Mexican villancicos, Italian pastorali, and the timeless carols of Ireland
and America. Let the music transport you to candlelit villages, snow-covered hillsides, and
warm family gatherings, where melodies carry generations of holiday joy, faith, and love.
With live performances by vocalists, instrumentalists, and community artists, this special
afternoon will wrap you in the warmth of tradition and the spirit of Christmas.

A brief reception will follow the performance - all are welcome to stay and celebrate!
Come experience the sights, sounds, and heart of an Old World Christmas, and join us in
celebrating 80 years of culture, music, and holiday joy.

2025 ANNUAL MEETING

The PACB will hold its 2025 Annual
Meeting as part of the Patriotic concert
with the Docenko Family Trio on
Wednesday, November 12 at 7pm at
Potts Banquet Hall, 41 Rossler Avenue.

CALL FOR BOARD MEMBERS

Want to get involved? Do you have skills
that you are willing to share? The PACB
has two open board member seats. All
current board members have agreed to
continue serving. Interested individuals
who wish to join the Board may contact
President Robert Fronckowiak at 716-
364-1447 or fronckow@hotmail.com.

SCHOLARSHIP WINNER 2025
CHARLES RADOMSKI

At our annual meeting on November
12, 2025 this year's scholarship winner,
Charles Radomski, will be presented a
check for $1,500 by the Trustee Chair,
Stan Nowak and the Scholarship chair,
Anne Flansberg. Charles is a Music
Education Major at SUNY Fredonia. He
studies both bass and tenor trombone
and performs classical and jazz music. He
is also, a Dean’s list student at Fredonia
and Is a resident of Hamburg, NY. Special
thanks to the interview committee
members: Anne Flansburg, Chair, Regina
Hanchak, John Medwid, Stanley Nowak,
and Ann Szczesny. Thank you to the
trustees: Stanley Nowak, Chair, Anne
Flansburg, and Felix Klempka.
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SHARING POLISH TRADITION,

INSPIRING HOLIDAY WONDER

This year, the Polish Arts Club of Buffalo proudly
celebrates its 80th Anniversary with a season of
unforgettable holiday events honoring Polish
heritage, community, and tradition. At the heart
of the celebration is the return of a Buffalo
holiday treasure: the original 1959 AM&A's
"Twas the Night Before Christmas” animated
displays, lovingly restored and showcased for a
new generation.

WHY THE AM&A'S DISPLAYS ARE BELOVED
For decades, families flocked to the AM&A's
department store downtown to marvel at
the magical, moving Christmas window
scenes. These charming displays captured
imaginations, created lasting memories, and
became a cherished Buffalo holiday tradition.
Their revival is a celebration of both artistic
craftsmanship and local nostalgia - a living link
between generations.

This 80th Anniversary celebration is
more than an event - it's a tribute
to Buffalo’s Polish-American legacy,
a revival of holiday magic, and a
reminder of the beauty in sharing
culture, memory, and joy.
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HOLIDAY PREVIEW - BY INVITATION ONLY
Wednesday, November 19| 11:30 AM & 7:00 PM @ St. Gregory the Great
Aheartfelt evening celebrating 80 years of cultural service & Polish Christmas traditions.
e Aprivate first look at the restored AM&A's displays
e Traditional Polish refreshments
e A meaningful Opfatek sharing ceremony
e Thesinging of timeless Koledy (Polish Christmas carols)

ST. GREGORY THE GREAT CRAFT SHOW
November 28 & 29 @ St. Gregory the Great, Williamsville
A joyful opportunity to share Polish customs with a broad audience and connect the
wider community to our heritage.
e Avibrant, festive atmosphere with over 5,000 visitors expected
* Live Opfatek demonstrations
*  Koledy singalongs for all ages

ST. ADALBERT'S BASILICATRADITIONAL POLISH CHRISTMAS
December 24 & 28 @ St. Adalbert's, Buffalo
Celebrate the spirit of the season in one of Buffalo’s most iconic Polish sacred spaces
with display viewings and traditional Polish Christmas music, showcasing cherished
Polish traditions.
*  Opfatek - The wafer-sharing tradition symbolizing forgiveness, unity, and hope.
Guests will be invited to take part and learn its deep meaning.
*  Koledy - Joyful Polish Christmas carols that connect hearts across generations.
All are welcome to sing and celebrate.
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77TH ANNYAL CONVENTION
OF THE AMERICAN COUNCIL FOR POLISH CULTURE

Eight individuals received National Awards at the 77th Annual
Convention of the American Council for Polish Culture at a Gala
Banquet and Polonaise Ball, hosted by the Polish Arts Club of Buffalo,
on August 1, 2025.

Front Row: Irene Harzewski, Lifetime Achievement Award; Francis Pudlo,
Founders Award; Sophie Hodorowicz Knab, Cultural Achievement Award

Back Row: Brett Swiatek, Jan De Rosen Award; Dr. Thomas Wiatakowski,
Cultural Achievement Award; Henry Swiatek, Jan De Rosen Award

Missing: Maestro Joann Falletta, Distinguished Service Award;
Honorable Carl Bucki, Distinguished Service Award

The Polish Arts Club is a 501¢3 nonprofit. Dues and contributions are tax
deductible as allowed by law. The Polish Arts Club does not discriminate on the
basis of ethnic background, religious affiliation or sexual orientation.

THANK-YOU DINNER

Robert Fronckowiak, president of
the PACB, thanks the volunteers at
a dinner at the St. Stanislaus Pitass
Center on September 20,2025

To enhance Western New York's
cultural resources by fostering
interest, appreciation and
understanding of the culture

and history of Poland and Polish
Americans and by safeguarding
Polish American Heritage

throughout Western New York.




